Dear Hinchinbrook Farm Society board members, volunteers, and staff ~ 

I would like to take this opportunity along with my son, Grayson, as well as my daughter, to extend our appreciation for your commitment to a program that has provided us with immeasurable benefits. 
The program has provided Grayson with physical development and benefits specific to his needs and challenges; opportunities to broaden his executive functioning in the tasks and duties associated with horse care; a sense of acceptance, belonging, feeling welcome, and feeling good enough as he is - sentiments that can be elusive for a boy who puts so much effort into learning, understanding, communicating, and socializing. For all of us, the farm has provided welcome breathing room; a chance for a few moments of freedom from ‘managing’ the things of daily life...a place to be. 
I’d like to offer a couple specific insights into how the program extends beyond the farm gate: the physical benefits of such things as working on balance and crossing the midline activities that come from therapeutic riding have undoubtedly helped to develop Grayson’s cognitive abilities and executive functioning in ways that he would not have had opportunity to do in a traditional educational environment. His reading has advanced considerably coinciding with his participation in the programming. Furthermore, these particular activities have helped him, after much trying and hesitation, at age 8 (and the day before the AGM!), to begin riding a pedal bike on his own. This is a milestone to celebrate in and of itself! However, beyond the actual skill development, comes a sense of pride, accomplishment, opportunity for bike adventures, and opportunity to interact with other children via biking. The positive feedback loop, in no way limited to these two examples, continues to trickle outward from participating in the Hinchinbrook program. 
Please know your hard work, personal sacrifices, and compromises are seen and appreciated. The social, emotional, physiological, and functional benefits Grayson has gained from interacting with volunteers, staff, horses, and the farm itself, has, in turn, benefitted our entire family, and made such a positive impact on our lives. During a season of life in which I often find myself wishing I could do more, I am ever grateful to the Hinchinbrook community for taking an active role in Grayson’s well-being and development. Gaining skills in riding is only the very tip of the iceberg in regards to the radiating impact in his life...in our lives. 

With gratitude, Sarah, Grayson, Audrey
